
News from

Elm Drive Elementary
May 2021

Upcoming Events

Fun Filled May and June
***Each event will have a detailed communication sent out closer to the date scheduled***

Wednesday May 12th - 6-8pm: Alden & Elm Disc Golf at Alden
(See email from Mr. Libka for details )

Thursday May 20th and Friday 21st: Kindergarten Screening at Elm

Friday May 28th - Monday May 31st: Four Day Memorial Day Weekend, All Schools Closed

Friday June 4th, June 7th - Rain Date: Field Day - Competitions, Outside Activities, and BBQ
(Please note  - there will be no parents or guardians in attendance this year)

Monday June 14th: Flag Day Celebration

Tuesday June 15th: Current 2nd Grade’s Orientation to Alden Place
(This will be part of the PM school day, 2nd graders will be dismissed/picked from Alden at regular time)
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Week of June 21st - Last week of school
We have special events for our students tentatively planned for each grade level to close out the school year
during this last week of school. We are waiting on multiple factors to finalize these events. Once we are able to
confirm all details, each grade level team will send out a communication about their event(s). They will likely
involve a grade level picnic on campus, an ice cream social for students, and possibly even a concert on the lawn.
Although this is several weeks away, we wanted to provide you with a “general heads up” and let you know that
there will be more details to come.

Pre K at Elm Drive this September! (Pending Budget Approval)

We are very excited to announce that we have included in the 2021 - 2022 Superintendent’s
Proposed Budget, funding for two classrooms of pre-kindergarten for four year old residents of the
Millbrook Central School District. As with any new program, we want to have a successful opening and
will have 30 potential spaces for the coming school year.  We will also be receiving some additional
funding from the New York State Education Department which requires this to be a full day program. If
more than 30 residents are interested in the program, we will use the State approved method of
selection by a random lottery. Right now, we have plans for two classrooms with roughly fi�een
students in each being educated by a NYS certified teacher of early childhood education. Each
classroom will also have  a full-time paraprofessional. The program will be housed in a wing of the Elm
Drive Elementary School and the students will have an academic program enriched by a rotation of
specials.

As in everything we do, this program will provide substantial support for our youngest Blazers
and give them the educational edge that they will carry through High School graduation! We believe
that when the tide goes up, all ships rise and this will prove true with our efforts here. Please be
reminded that the possibilities for this program will be determined by the Tuesday, May 18th Budget
Vote! Get out there and Vote!
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Fresh Planting at our Main Entrance
Recently our dedicated and talented maintenance staff spent a few days beautifying the front grounds
of our school. We secured some native plants and flowers from Millbrook Gardens and designed a few
areas to represent our school colors through nature. Here you see some of our classes spending time
outside learning about different types of flowers and trees and how to plant them from our staff. We
even had some willing spectators who wanted to volunteer to help out!
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1st Grade Farmers …
First graders are learning about the life cycle of a chick and are playing the part of a mother hen.
Seventeen fertilized eggs are in a classroom incubator, kept warm at 99.5 degrees.  The students had
the opportunity to look inside an egg at the growing embryo with a special light.   Each day a plastic
egg is opened to see a replica of the development of the chick inside. In addition, students countdown
with a chart at their desks.  First grade excitement is building as the hatch day approaches!

Pictures from our local Chicken Coops!
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From the Art Room…
The Art Room has been “buzzing” with excitement since our students have returned to school! Our
students have been busy making collage art of honey bees, ladybugs and caterpillars!  Check them
out!

“Busy Bees” by Luke Turner, 2nd Grade
“Lovely Ladybugs” by Beatrice Snyder, 1st Grade
“Hungry Caterpillar” by Aadit Chohan, Kindergarten

Go Guardian Monitoring
Elm Drive Elementary and Alden Place Schools now have a tool to check student work on their
chromebooks in real time.  Teachers can view progress and support your child in the classroom and at
home through live monitoring and 1-to-1 chat capabilities. Teachers can  also directly share links and
tabs to help students navigate quickly and appropriately. GoGuardian will keep track of sites visited as
well so please monitor your child’s usage.  The district’s chromebooks are meant as learning tools
only, and appropriate usage is important.  We’re excited to have this amazing tool for instructional
support.

In Closing…

Our last quarter is off to a great start! Our students have acclimated well to full class
sizes and enjoyed seeing all their friends five days a week. They have benefitted from
the additional time they have spent outside learning and playing. We look forward to
an exciting end of the school year as we prepare our students for their next step in the
fall.

- Michael Setaro, Principal of Elm Drive
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