
  
 

   

    

News from 

Elm Drive Elementary
October 2021 

Fall at Elm Drive!

Apple Week in First Grade! 
As we began the month of October, First grade kicked off a series of activities 

revolving around one of our favorite fall subjects….APPLES! 

During “Apple Week”, our first 
grade students used apples to 
learn important skills in math, 
science, writing, and reading. 
Students made graphs 
describing their favorite types of 
apples and apple flavored foods. 
They conducted their own 
science experiments by 
dissecting apples and exploring 
the life cycle of apples from 
seeds to pie! 
They practiced “how to” writing pieces by describing the steps in making Apple 
desserts, and they read stories and tested comprehension strategies pertaining to 
Apples. The grade level capped off the week by making apple sauce for everyone! As 
the first person to volunteer as a taste tester, I can honestly say each of the three 
classroom apple sauce dishes were delicious! 
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Intervention/Enrichment At Elm Drive (WIN Periods): 
This year, Elm Drive has dedicated a portion of the daily schedule to provide students 

with a more targeted and personal approach to learning. Here is how it works. During each 

school day, your child will have two 30 minute blocks of time in which they will take part in 

Personalized Learning. During these time blocks, they will receive intervention in areas in which 

they need more support or they will receive enrichment in areas in which they have shown 

mastery and need additional challenges. 
These intervention and enrichment blocks are identified as WIN: What I Need. There is 

one block designated for math and one for literacy. Each grade level team will use assessment 
data and individual student work to identify different target areas of instruction for smaller groups 

of students. Some of whom may require interventions to help them maintain grade level 
expectations, and others may require enriching and challenging activities to help further develop 

their skills. During each of these half hour blocks, students may work in smaller groups with 

different teachers within their grade level alongside other students who benefit from a similar 
approach or who benefit from practicing and developing similar skills. 

As we begin to form these WIN groups this month, we will notify families of each 

student’s WIN teacher and focus during that time period. We anticipate creating three different 
cycles of this type of instruction over the course of the school year. Each time we enter a new 

cycle, families will be notified. Using this model, we hope to increase our responsiveness to 

children needing academic intervention services (previously known as AIS). We are excited 

about the programmatic change that will allow us to challenge and inspire all Elm students 

whether they are working above or below grade level expectations. 

Elm Drive Welcomes 
Pre K Students to the 
Building! 

We sat down with our two new 

Pre K teachers Ms. Suriano and 
Ms. Hale to ask them some 
important questions about our 
start to the program. 
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What are some of your early challenges and successes: 

“One of the challenges we faced was modifying our daily schedule so it best meets each 

student's needs. This took some time and careful observation but after 3 weeks of following the 
same routine, we think we have finally found a great daily flow. Our schedule shifts back and 
forth between asking students to build their stamina, sitting, controlling their bodies, and working 
on some fine motor skills to then provide gross motor time to move around, play with their peers, 
and enjoy less structured time to be a 4/5 year old!” 

“One of our most exciting early successes was creating 5 different graphs that helped us 

learn all about each other. We learned which fruit was most preferred, which color was most 
preferred, which hair color was most popular in our rooms, which eye color was most popular, 
and for Fun Friday we learned which ice cream flavor was most preferred. Students decorated 
their own ice cream scoops to add to our chart. They even glued on real sprinkles with a red 
pom-pom cherry!” 

Can you describe to us one of your favorite activities or projects so far this year? 

“One of the projects that we would love to 

showcase is our popcorn taste test. Students 
used their 5 senses to explore Smartfood White 
Cheddar Popcorn. We collaboratively completed a 
chart; students shared amazing adjectives. Some 
favorites include crunchy, cheesy, bumpy, different 
sizes, and of course yummy! The best part of this 
project was watching them enjoy the popcorn after 
holding back to use their sense of sight, touch, 
and smell first!” 

As this is the first year of our program here at Elm Drive, can you share with us some of 
your goals and hopes for the year? 

“We are hoping to continue building important and meaningful relationships within our classroom 

community. We also are working on building each student's stamina for a full school day to 
become best prepared for kindergarten.” 

“We will continue learning about new concepts and ideas through exploration and hands-on 

activities. Our goal is to employ the gradual release of responsibility model- as students become 
more capable they gain more autonomy within their daily routine.” 
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And finally, after one month with our youngest Blazers, can you share any Interesting 

observations: 

“It has been so interesting to watch a group of 12-13 almost complete strangers create 

friendships so quickly. Even as students entered the class after the first week of school, they 
were quickly welcomed into play groups and acted as if they had previously followed our 
routine. It is a reminder how malleable this age group is!” 

Safety Drills: 
Over the first month of school, Elm Drive has conducted several safety drills. We have many new 
students in our building this year, as well as hosting a whole new grade in our Pre K classrooms. To 
make sure every member of our Elm Drive family has the knowledge they need to stay safe in an 
emergency, we walked through different safety procedures throughout these first few weeks and then 
practiced these procedures with drills. Each class 
practiced fire drills, lock down drills, shelter in place 
weather drills and an emergency evacuation drill to our 
neighboring village hall. We thank our Student Resource 
Officer Deputy Freer and our Village Police Officer Witt for 
meeting many of our classes and helping us work 
through these important safety drills. 

Important Times and Dates for families 

October 18th: Spirit Week (more to come) 
October 22nd: Fall Picture Day 
October 29th: School Spirit Day - Halloween (more to come) 
November 1-3: Book Fair 
Nov. 17th & 18th: Parent/Teacher Conferences 

In Closing… 
We look forward to a continued partnership with our families as we 

work to provide each individual student with the support they need 
to be successful, at any age. 

- Michael Setaro, Principal of Elm Drive 
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